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It had been the chief asset of the Saxon kings that they Jfh^osition
had the full strength of Saxony, the most powerful duchy duchies
in Germany, behind them, which enabled them to overcome
the spirit of particularism, of local independence, elsewhere.
Saxony was now the duchy where this spirit was most mani-
fest ; cherishing its own conservative customs, which stood
in the way of a centralised government of Germany, it main-
tained the hereditary succession of its dukes without inter-
ference from the king. Henry II, indeed, did not interfere
with hereditary succession elsewhere, save in Carinthia,
where on the death of Conrad (son of the self-effacing Otto)
he passed over Conrad's son and appointed a local count,
Adalbero of Eppenstein, as duke. But he was fortunate in
that the failure of some ducal houses gave him, as we have
seen, the opportunity of creating dukes favourable to himself,
On the other hand, the dukes he created were so little able to
control the unruly nobles beneath them that his presence
was continually needed to maintain order; the manifest
weakness of ducal authority was perhaps due to the frequent
change of personnel. In his own duchy of Bavaria the
duke's authority had already been diminished, because of
the rebellious spirit of his father, so that he did not bring
to the service of the Crown, as Henry I and Otto I had done,
the resources of a united duchy- He did not even retain
the duchy in his own hands, except temporarily owing to the
defection of his brother-in-law.
In other respects he was able to command the same Royal
resources as his predecessors.   He was in possession of anrcsourcea
extensive royal domain.   In this was included the remnants
of the  Carolingian  domain in  Lorraine,  but  much more
important was the private domain of the Liudolfing house
in East Saxony, which fell to him both as king and as heir.   •
To this he added his patrimonial estates in Bavaria, and
though royal and personal domain were reckoned as distinct,
there was little or no distinction in fact in the lung's employ-
ment of them.   They supplied him with food for himself
and his household, with soldiers, and sometimes with officials ;
and their geographical distribution is one reason for his
frequent journeys, and especially for his long periods of
residence in Saxony.
Besides this, he relied, as his predecessors had done, on

